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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS  FOR  I960  and  1959. 


I960 

1959 

Area  of  District  in  Acres 

4694 

4694 

Population  at  Census  1951 

Estimated  Population  (mid-year)  for  Birth  Rate 

37423 

37423 

and  Death  Rate 

40360 

40000 

No.  of  inhabited  houses,  estimated 

13293 

13190 

No.  of  persons  per  house 

3.03 

3.03 

Rateable  Value 

£544,046 

£531,214 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate 

£2,210 

£2,135 

Number  of  Marriages 

383 

383 

Number  of  live  births 

647 

648 

Number  of  still  births 

11 

13 

Birth  Rate  (Live) (corrected) 

16.0 

16,2 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  (Live) 

17.1 

16.5 

Number  of  illegitimate  births 

31 

35 

No.  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age 

11 

17 

of  these  there  were  illegitimate 

1 

2 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  PER  1,000  BIRTHS 

17.0 

26.2 

Infantile  Mortality  for  England  and  Wales 

21.7 

22.0 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate,  England  and  Wales 

0.39 

0.38 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1000  total  births) 

Nil 

Nil 

Number  of  Deaths 

472 

502 

Death  Rate  (corrected) 

11.1 

12.5 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

Percentage  of  total  deaths  occurring  in  Public 

11.5 

11.6 

Institutions 

61.0 

51.1 

Number  of  deaths  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

6 

3 

Number  of  deaths  from  Cancer 

76 

78 

Number  of  deaths  from  Influenza 

1 

7 

Number  of  deaths  from  Measles 

Nil 

Nil 

Number  of  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough 

Nil 

Nil 

Rainfall  in  inches 

37.08 

24.56 

Year 

Live  Births 

Deaths 

_ 

Births  over 

Deaths  increase 

1951 

645 

515 

130 

1952 

661 

413 

248 

1953 

562 

588 

26  decrease 

1954  . . . ... 

603 

472 

131 

1955 

608 

458 

150 

1956 

610 

491 

119 

1957 

657 

467 

190 

1958 

625 

487 

138 

1959 

648 

502 

146 

i960  ...  ... 

647 

472 

175 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  ‘ 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  I960. 

Lloyds  Bank  Chambers, 
Kidderminster. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee. 


Mr.  Chairman, 


During  the  year  an  aeroplane  has  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  the  very  short 
time  of  3 hours  10  minutes. 

A five  ton  satellite  containing  animals  has  been  put  into  orbit  and  then 
recovered. 

Signals  have  been  received  from  a satellite  shot  out  into  space  8 million 
miles  away. 

These  are  all  very  stimulating  achievements  which  we  feel  should  be  noted. 
However  we  cannot  help  but  be  depressed  by  our  list  of  over  a thousand  families 
waiting  for  houses,  many  of  whom  will  have  to  wait  for  years. 

Our  achievement  in  new  corporation  houses  in  I960  was  54?  and  we  have 
averaged  158  houses  per  year  since  1946.  This  has  entailed  a very  great  deal 
of  work  by  this  borough,  but  even  so  it  has  produced  only  half  the  estimated 
number  of  new  houses  required  to  be  built  each  year  for  the  next  decade. 

The  difficulties  in  building  large  numbers  of  houses  quickly  are  legion,  not 
least  being  the  shortages  of  labour,  materials  and  money,  but  these  difficul- 
ties also  apply  to  the  building  of  supersonic  aeroplanes,  development  of 
rockets,  new  race  courses  and  sports  arenas,  which  somehow  seem  able  to 
attract  the  necessary  finance  and  labour  in  different  parts  of  the  country. 

OLD  PEOPLE.  Much  is  already  being  done  to  help  old  people  by  a small  group 
of  very  hard  working  W.  V.  S.  ladies  and  their  helpers  who 
organise  'meals  on  wheels,'  Home  Help  Services,  Darby  and  Joan  Clubs,  etc. 

As  the  years  pass  the  number  of  old  people  is  increasing  and  so  more  help  will 
be  required  by  way  of  suitable  housing,  more  domestic  help,  more  'meals  on 
wheels,'  increased  community  centre  accommodation,  greater  occupational 
facilities,  and  more  visiting. 


GENERAL  HEALTH.  Apart  from  mild  upper  respiratory  infections  the  community 

has  had  a healthy  year.  Eighteen  deaths  from  lung  cancer, 
all  in  men,  is  in  accord  with  the  general  increase  of  this  serious  condition 
throughout  the  country.  See  page  11. 

The  body  of  this  report  contains  figures  and  statements  showing  in  detail 
the  state  of  the  town  and  the  work  of  the  Health  Department. 

I am  happy  to  record  my  thanks  for  the  willing  help  always  given  by  the 
other  Municipal  Departments  and  by  every  section  of  the  Townspeople.  To  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  ever  willing  interest 
and  support,  and  also  to  the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  their  loyal 
and  cheerful  help,  I give  my  grateful  thanks. 


Your  obedient  servant, 


COLIN  STARKIE. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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HOW  MANY  PEOPLE? 


Ability  to  provide  amenities  depends  to  some  extent  upon  the  size  of 
population.  The  I960  figures  for  Kidderminster  showed  there  to  be  40,360 
inhabitants.  If  the  present  rate  of  increase  continues  there  will  be  be- 
tween 44,000  and  45,000  people  in  Kidderminster  in  10  years. 


The  more  people  there  are,  the  greater  the  rate  of  increase  will  be, 
a fact  whioh  makes  it  necessary  for  our  town  planners  to  take  a very  bold 
view  of  future  roads,  houses,  and  public  buildings.  They  are  very  well 
aware  of  this  and  with  the  full  support  of  the  community,  should  be  able 
to  make  Kidderminster  an  even  more  desirable  place  in  the  future. 


HOW  MANY  HOUSES  DO  WE  REQUIRE? 


The  Health  Department  estimates  that  there  are  300  new  corporation 
houses  required  each  year  for  the  next  10  years. 

These  houses  are  necessary  to  replace  the  worn  out  insanitary  houses 
demolished  or  closed  under  the  Housing  Acts,  and  also  to  provide  some  of 
the  houses  for  the  350  couples  married  each  year. 

It  is  essential  for  these  newly  married  couples  to  be  able  to  set  up 
a house  of  their  own. 


The  present  shortage  of  houses  makes  this  an  impossibility  in  many 
cases,  often  to  the  detriment  of  both  physical  and  mental  health. 


Number  of  houses  built  by  private  enterprise  , . . 199 

Number  of  houses  built  by  local  authority  ...  54 

The  Housing  Officer  provided  the  following  report s- 


Total  number  of  Corporation  Houses  in  the 
Borough  at  31st  December,  I960 
Total  number  of  applicants  on  housing 
waiting  list  at  1st  January,  I960 
Total  number  of  applicants  on  housing 
waiting  list  at  31st  December,  I960 


3334 

1133 

1331 


The  total  number  of  Corporation  Houses  completed  and  occupied  during 
I960  was  54,  in  the  following  types ;- 

New- type  - 3 bedrooms  ...  ...  8 

- Flats  comprising  bedsitters,  1,  2 and  3 

bedrooms  46 


The  weekly  inclusive  rents  for  Corporation  dwellings  ranged  between 
about  20/9d  for  pre-war  Aged  Persons  Bungalows,  to  about  52/7d  for  a 5 bed- 
roomed  post  war  house. 


The  Welfare  Officer  continues  to  perform  a most  valuable  service  which 
will  be  even  more  important  as  unfit  houses  are  replaced  by  new  property. 


PROBLEM  FAMILIES. 


10 


Once  more  our  problem  families  come  to  mind  for  consideration  as  they 
have  done  for  years  past,  and  will  continue  to  do  for  years  to  come  until 
we  really  do  something  for  them. 

There  seems  to  be  little  hope  of  altering  the  basic  deficiencies  in 
intelligence  or  personality  of  the  parents,  therefore  we  must  concentrate 
on  the  children. 

In  a few  cases  the  only  hope  is  to  take  the  children  into  care  and  give 
them  adequate  material  needs,  stability  and  the  best  ethical  and  spiritual 
standards  we  can  devise.  However  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  children 
and  parents  should  remain  together,  but  the  community  should  ensure  that 
these  children  are  adequately  housed,  fed,  warmed,  cleaned  and  cared  for.  In 
some  cases  it  means  the  provision  by  the  community  of  accommodation  also. 

It  is  not  enough  to  provide  all  this  merely  until  the  children  grow  and 
marry.  There  should  be  some  priority  given  to  the  newly  married  couples. 
If  only  1%  of  the  corporation  houses  vacancies  could  be  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Social  Services  Committee,  something  definite  would  be  achieved  in  pre- 
venting the  next  generation  of  problem  families  from  developing. 

CIGARETTE  SMOKING  AMD  THE  YEAR  2010. 

In  England  and  Wales  since  1944 > each  year  has  shown  an  average  of  905 
more  lung  cancer  deaths  than  in  the  year  before-  so  that  by  I960  there  were 
21,992  persons  who  died  of  lung  cancer,  i.e.  just  over  60  every  day. 

If  this  increase  continues  as  it  has  been  doing  for  the  last  16  years y 
the  position  in  the  year  2010  will  be  startling. 

In  that  year  (unless  some  drastic  alteration  in  cigarette  smoking  has 
occurred)  45,250  middle  aged  people  are  doomed  to  die  from  lung  cancer,  i.e. 
124  every  day. 

Why  should  we  worry  about  these  folks?  They  are  strangers  to  us,  and 
in  any  case  we  shall  not  be  here.  But  are  they  strangers  to  us?  We  al- 
ready know  quite  a lot  about  them.  From  medical  research  all  over  the 
world  we  know  that  they  will  be  the  heavy  cigarette  smokers,  but  more  im- 
portant to  us  still,  we  know  that  they  are  now  our  10  year  old  sons  and 
daughters. 


We  can  look  at  their  future  and  unless  we  can  alter  their  habits  a very 
grim  picture  is  seen.  Is  it  not  a disturbing  thought  that  through  our 
example  we  are  condemning  so  many  of  our  children  to  so  much  illness  and  un- 
timely death? 

The  Press,  Television,  Radio,  and  other  means  of  publicity  are  very 
rightly  stressing  the  dangers  of  road  accidents  which  are  killing  18  people 
each  day. 
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CIGARETTE  SMOKING  AMD  THE  YEAR  2010.  Continued. 

At  the  same  time  these  very  same  publicity  agents  are  advertising 
cigarettes  and  exerting  every  persuasive  power  to  entice  young  people  of 
this  countrjr  to  smoke.  Not  13  but  60  people  are  dying  of  lung  cancer 
every  day l 

In  view  of  the  warning  against  heavy  cigarette  smoking  given  by  the 
British  Medical  Association,  the  Medical  Research  Council  and  the  Minister 
of  Health,  action  must  be  taken  sooner  or  later  to  safeguard  the  health  of 
this  and  future  generations  against  the  smoking  danger,  and  the  first  step 
should  be  the  prohibition  of  all  cigarette  advertisements.  The  community 
would  absolutely  prohibit  any  other  commodity  carrying  such  a known  health 
hazard  from  being  so  publicly  advertised. 

INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

In  addition  to  sessions  organised  and  held  by  several  general  prac- 
titioners for  their  own  patients,  there  are  now  six  County  Infant  Welfare 
Centres,  bringing  airiest  everyone  within  three-quarters- of -a-mile  of  a Wel- 
fare Centre.  The  centres  are  staffed  by  the  County  Divisional  Medical 
Staff,  County  Health  Visitors,  and  a very  willing  and  able  group  of  voluntary 
Workers. 

INFANT  WELFARE  FOODS. 

The  distribution  of  these  foods  and  supplements  is  administered  by  the 
County  Council  from  Welfare  Centres  in  the  borough. 

ARE  THE  WELFARE  CENTRES  BEING  USED? 


This  table  shows  how  much  use  is  made  of  the  service. 


Clinic 

Total  Attendance 

Birchen  Coppice 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

749 

Comberton 

• • • 

• • • 

o • » 

1672 

St.  Oswalds 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1069 

Foley  Park 

• • • 

• • • 

• • e 

3117 

Coventry  Street 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

2653 

Franche 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

2729 

Ante-Natal 

• • • 

• • • 

• O • 

1502 

Total  Attendances 

• • • 

13491 

The  work  of  the 

Health  Visitors  is 

summarised  in 

the 

table  below: 

Visits  to  babies". 

First 

• • • 

• • • 

631 

Subsequent 

• • • 

• • • 

4516 

Visits  to  children  over  1 year 

• • • 

• • • 

7940 

Useless  calls 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1631 

Diphtheria  Immunisations  - completed 

• • • 

683 

12 


WHAT  DO  OUR  FIGURES  SHOW? 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

325 

291 

616 

Illegitimate 

12 

19 

31 

STILLBIRTHS 

Legitimate  . . . 

5 

5 

10 

Illegitimate  . . . 

1 

- 

1 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  17.0  per  1000  LIVE  BIRTHS 
MATERNAL  MORTALITY  Nil 


WHAT  DO  THE  INFANT  DEATH  FIGURES  SHOW? 


Eleven  babies  died  before  reaching  the  age  of  one  year,  giving  an 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  17  per  1000  live  births. 

For  the  first  time  in  12  years  this  bears  a favourable  comparison  with 
the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  of  21.7.  We  hope  this 

rate  will  remain  so  low,  but  with  only  between  600  and  700  births  annually 
there  are  sure  to  bo  wide  fluctuations  in  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate. 

The  deaths  of  the  11  infants  were  assigned  to  the  following  causes s 


Cause  of  Death 

Number  of  Deaths 

Congenital  Defects 

• • • 

7 

Infections 

• • • 

3 

Prematurity 

• • • 

1 

8 died  age  4 weeks  or  under  and  3 were  over  4 weeks  old. 

These  figures  show  a great  reduction  in  the  deaths  due  to  "Prematurity." 

There  has  also  been  a reduction  in  the  numbers  of  Stillborn  babies  - 
11  in  I960,  13  in  1959. 

Does  all  this  reflect  a 
proved  general  amenities? 


greater  interest  in  ante— natal  care  and  im— 


WATER. 
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The  sources  of  water  as  detailed  in  the  Report  for  1933  are  still  in 
use  and  c onstitute  the  main  supply,  with  an  additional  supply  from  the 
Birmingham  Elan  Aqueduct,  the  minimum  agreed  supply  to  be  8,000,000  gallon s 
per  annum. 

The  water  supply  to  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and 
quantity.  Regular  bacteriological  examination  of  the  raw  water  is  made 
weekly.  Chlorination  is  permanently  carried  out,  and  its  efficacy  checked 
by  bacteriological  examination  of  tap  samples  from  various  points  in  the 
town.  The  results  of  examination  have  always  shown  the  water  to  be  fit 
for  use. 

As  the  local  well-water  supply  is  hard  (average  total  hardness  about 
21)  and  the  subsidiary  Elan  supply  is  specially  treated  at  its  source  the 
question  of  plumbo-solvency  does  not  arise. 

Table  of  Analysis  of  samples  during  I960. 

Satis-  Unsatis- 
factory factory 


(a) 

the  raw  water 

Bacteriological 

Chemical 

100 

24 

samples 

samples 

100 

24 

Nil 

Nil 

(b) 

water  going  into 

Bacteriological 

103 

samples 

103 

Nil 

supply  where  treat- 
ment is  installed 

Chemical 

12 

samples 

12 

Nil 

(c) 

supply  from  wells 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

THE  HOME  HELP  SERVICE. 

The  Worcestershire  County  Council  continue  to  administer  and  finance 
this  very  important  service  through  the  agency  of  the  Women  * s Voluntary 
Service  and  directly  under  Mrs.  Moule,  the  voluntary  and  most  efficient 
organiser. 

The  Home  Helps,  now  specially  trained,  bring  relief  from  both  mental 
and  physical  suffering  to  an  increasing  number  of  those  in  need  of  help. 

There  are  more  elderly  people  in  our  community  with  each  passing  year, 
thus  increasing  the  demand  on  the  Home  Help  Service.  If  this  demand 
should  not  be  met  there  would  be  very  much  more  need  for  institutional 
accommodation. 


Reason  for  help 

Number  of  Homes  visited 
by  Home  Helps 

Maternity 

• • • 

120 

Tuberculosis 

O • • 

• o • L\. 

Chronic  sick  and  Elderly 

• • • 

• • « <4 ,8 L\. 

General  illness  . . . 

• • o 
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AIR  POLLUTION  IN  KIDDERMINSTER. 


Observations  taken  by  the  Health  Department  show  that  in  spite  of 
vigorous  control  of  factories,  there  is  still  much  fouling  of  the  air  we 
breathe,  and  have  our  being  in.  Most  of  this  pollution  comes  from  the 
thousands  of  domestic  fires  in  the  district. 

The  Clean  Air  Act  came  into  operation  in  1956,  i.e.  about  5 years  ago. 
Since  then  382  Smoke  Control  Orders  all  over  the  country  have  been  confirmed. 

What  has  Kidderminster  done?  During  the  last  five  years  the  Health 
Department  has  made  three  requests  to  obtain  smoke  control  in  new  property 
in  the  town,  but  so  far  on  one  pretext  or  another  the  proposals  have  been 
turned  down. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  circulated  all  local  authorities  with  a memo- 
randum which  stated,  "Attention  is  drawn  to  the  desirability  of  ensuring  that 
new  housing  estates,  whether  built  by  local  authorities  or  private  enterprise, 
should  be  smoke  controlled  from  the  outset." 

In  the  last  5 years  Kidderminster  has  completed  new  housing  estates 
with  700  houses  in  them.  Until  the  Council  decides  otherwise  any  house- 
holder can  burn  anything  on  his  fire  and  pollute  his  neighbour's  atmosphere 
without  let  or  hindrance. 

The  factories  are  under  strict  control,  how  long  are  we  to  put  up  with 
filth  from  domestic  smoke? 

Public  Health  Inspector's  report  on  pages 36  and  37. 


HEALTH  EDUCATION. 


In  spite  of  all  our  efforts  in  Health  Education,  both  individually  and 
collectively,  through  television,  radio,  magazines  and  papers,  discussions 
with  special  groups  like  Parent-teachers  associations  etc.,  there  still 
remains  a great  reluctance  to  apply  the  knowledge  and  understanding  so  given. 

Another  year  has  passed  and  the  solution  to  the  housing  problem  is  not 
yet  in  sight.  We  have  not  solved  the  problem  of  saving  our  children's 
teeth,  nor  of  how  to  persuade  young  people  of  the  dangers  of  smoking,  nor 
how  to  persuade  food  handlers  of  the  danger  of  unclean  hands  and  faulty 
methods  in  food  preparation. 

With  limited  staff  the  department  has  continued  throughout  the  year  in 
trying  to  show  the  right  way  to  healthy  living  often  in  the  face  of  complete 
obstinacy  or  sheer  prejudice. 


NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  FROM  EACH  DISEASE  AND  SEX 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

1 1 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

5 

1 

i 2 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

! 3 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

Nil 

Nil 

; 4 

Diphtheria 

Nil 

Nil 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

Nil 

Nil 

6 

Meningococcal  Infections 

Nil 

Nil 

7 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Nil 

Nil 

8 

Measles 

Nil 

Nil 

j 9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

Nil 

Nil 

10 

Malignant  Neoplasm.  Stomach 

3 

1 

1 11 

" " Lung,  Bronchus 

18 

Nil 

1 12 

" " Breast 

1 

8 

1 13 

" " Uterus 

Nil 

5 

14 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

19 

21 

15 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

3 

Nil 

16 

Diabetes 

2 

3 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  Nervous  System 

40 

38 

18 

Coronary  Disease  Angina 

38 

38 

19 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

3 

4 

20 

Other  Heart  Diseases 

31 

61 

21 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

10 

3 

22 

Influenza 

1 

Nil 

23 

Pneumonia 

9 

13 

24 

Bronchitis 

11 

4 

25 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

1 

26 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

2 

1 

27 

Gastritis  and  Diarrhoea 

Nil 

1 

28 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

3 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

3 

Nil 

30 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

Nil 

Nil 

31 

Congenital  Malformations 

5 

3 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

18 

7 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

11 

4 

34 

All  other  accidents 

7 

4 

35 

Suicide 

3 

2 

36 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

Nil 

Nil 

Totals 

246 

226 

16 


The  ages  at  which  deaths  have  taken  place  during  I960  are  as  follows? 


Under  1 year 

Between  1 and  2 years  . . . 
Between  2 and  5 years  . . . 
Between  5 and  15  years 
Between  15  and  25  years 
Between  25  and  45  years 
Between  45  and  65  years 
65  years  and  upwards 


11 

Nil 

2 

4 

9 

16 

135 

295 


PUBLIC  MORTUARY. 


The  agreement  made  between  the  Borough  and  the  Mid-Worcestershire 
Hospital  Management  Committee,  whereby  for  an  annual  payment  the  Borough 
can  use  the  Kidderminster  General  Hospital's  Mortuary,  continued  to  work 
satisfactorily. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  BOROUGH. 

The  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority  are  listed  on  page  5 of 
this  report  for  convenient  reference. 

LABORATORY  SERVICE. 


The  standing  arrangements  with  the  County  Analyst  have  remained  in 
force.  The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Worcester,  is  available  for  examin- 
ation of  medical  specimens. 

The  Medical  Practitioners  of  the  Borough  also  use  the  Laboratory  at 
the  General  Hospital.  Specimens  for  examination  have  been  referred 
through  an  Honorary  Physician  in  the  Out-Patients  Department. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

The  Ambulance  Service  controlled  by  the  Worcestershire  County  Council 
has  its  Divisional  Headquarters  in  Stourport  Road,  Kidderminster,  where 
seven  vehicles  and  crews  operate  in  the  Kidderminster  area. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 


The  Kidderminster  Nursing  Association  continued  to  administer  the 
District  Nurses  as  well  as  District  Midwives  in  the  Borough.  There  are  a 
Matron,  three  midwives,  three  pupils,  and  three  District  Nurses  working 
in  the  Borough. 
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HOSPITALS. 

Since  1948,  the  Hospitals  and  Maternity  Home  and  other  Institutions 
have  been  administered  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 


DEATHS  IN  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

Deaths  occurring  in  institutions  numbered  288  of  the  total  472  deaths 
in  the  Borough. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


Clinic 

Situation  and  time  of  Session 

Provided  by 

Maternity  and 

Holy  Innocents'  Hall,  Foley  Park  - 

County  Council 

Child  Welfare 

Mondays,  2.0  to  4*0  p.m. 

Centres 

St.  Oswalds  Parish  Hall,  Broadwater s 
Mondays,  2.0  to  4*0  p.m. 

Birchen  Coppice  Church  Hall  - 
1st,  2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays, 

2.0  to  4*0  p.m. 

Franche  Church  Hall,  Franche  - 
Tuesdays,  2.0  to  4*0  p.m. 

Coventry  Street  Clinic  - 
Thursdays  2.0  to  4.0  p.m. 

Comberton  Church  Hall  - 
Tuesdays,  2.0  to  4.0  p.m. 

Tuberculosis 

Kidderminster  General  Hospital  - 

Regional  Hospital 

Wednesday  10.30  a.m.  and  3.0  p.m. 
Thursday  2.0  to  4.0  p.m. 

Board 

Venereal 

Kidderminster  General  Hospital  - 

Regional  Hospital 

Diseases 

Monday,  2.0  p.m. 

Thursday,  5.0  p.m. 

Board 

Ante-Natal 

Monday  Session  at  Coventry  Street 
Clinic  - 2.0  to  4.0  p.m. 

Friday  Session  at  Stanmore  Nurses' 
Home,  2.0  to  4.0  p.m. 

County  Council 

Consultative 

Kidderminster  General  Hospital  - 

Regional  Hospital 

Ante-Natal 

Clinic 

Weekly,  Wednesday,  11.0  a.m. 

Board 

Family  Planning 

Coventry  Street  Clinic  - 

Family  Planning 

Clinic 

1 

Wednesday,  2,0  to  4.0  p.m. 

Association 
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PREVALENCE  OF , AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  I960 . 

There  were  22  deaths  caused  by  pneumonia,  and  6 deaths  caused  by 
tuberculosis. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during 

the  year  I960. 


Disease 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

• • • 

• ♦ • 

10 

1 

Nil 

Pneumonia 

• • • 

• • • 

Nil 

Nil 

22 

Whooping  Cough 

• • < 

• • • 

19 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles 

• © • 

• • • 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Poliomyelitis 

• • • 

• • « 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

DIPHTHERIA. 


No  cases  occurred.  683  immunisations  were  completed. 

There  are  still  some  parents  who  are  prejudiced,  or  ignorant  or  too 
apathetic  to  have  their  children  protected  against  this  dangerous  disease. 

There  have  been  5 cases  of  Diphtheria  with  no  deaths  during  the  last 
11  years. 

POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION. 


Total  number  of  persons  in  the  Kidderminster  Division,  who  since  the 
inception  of  the  Scheme  had  been  given  three  injections  by  the  staff  cf  the 
Divisional  Area,  at  31st  December,  I960  - 15,056. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


There  were  21  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  3 non  Pulmonary 
cases  notified  in  I960. 

The  Miniature  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visits  the  borough  on  the  first  and 
third  Tuesdays  in  the  month  to  examine  ante-natal  patients,  patientsreferred 
by  general  practitioners,  and  other  members  of  the  public.  1209  people 
were  examined  in  whom  6 cases  of  active  Tuberculosis  were  discovered. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. ( Cont  inued ) 

It  is  significant  that  although  24  now  cases  were  notified,  there  were 
only  6 deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  "Prevention"  is  not  keeping 
pace  with  "Cure"  in  this  disease. 

B.  C.  G.  Inoculation  was  offered  to  the  13  year  old  children  and  was 
accepted  by  87.4%* 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Death  Rate 
(all  forms 
per  1,000 
living 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

New 

Gases 

Deaths 

1951 

29 

7 

1 

2 

.24 

1952 

23 

7 

1 

1 

.21 

1953 

24 

6 

2 

1 

.18 

1954 

19 

4 

5 

1 

.13 

1955 

34 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

.20 

1956 

46 

2 

2 

Nil 

.05 

1957 

29 

2 

2 

Nil 

.05 

1958 

17 

3 

2 

1 

.10 

1959 

16 

3 

5 

Nil 

.07 

I960 

21 

6 

3 

Nil 

.07 

DISINFESTATION  AND  DISINFECTION. 


Disinfestation  and  disinfection  was  undertaken  by  the  Health  Department 
on  account  of  the  following 


Cancer  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  1 
Bugs  ...  ...  ...  11 
Fleas  ...  ...  ...  5 
Ants  ...  ...  ...  2 
Cockroaches  ...  ...  ...  11 
Flies  ...  ...  ...  2 
Wasps  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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CHIEF 


REPORT  OF  THE 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  I960. 


MR.  CHAIRMAN , LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN , 


Looking  back  over  a period  of  thirty  years,  I find  many  improvements 
have  taken  place  and  great  progress  made  in  the  field  of  Public  Health,  in 
particular  I mention  a few  of  the  main  subjects. 

ICE-CREAM.  One  remembers  this  food  commodity  being  manufactured' in  private 
houses,  back  yards,  and  sold  from  open  push-trucks  or  pony  carts 
at  week-ends  and  holiday  seasons  from  about  Easter  to  the  August  Bank  Holiday 
period.  With  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Ice-Cream  Regulations,  with 
standards  of  cleanliness,  quality,  and  control  of  premises,  ice-cream  today 
is  manufactured  and  sold  (chiefly  prepacked)  for  52  weeks  of  the  year  and 
enormous  research  has  been  carried  out  in  refrigerators  and  conservators. 

It  is  estimated  that  this  year,  the  sales  of  Dairy  Ice-Cream  in  this 
country  will  amount  to  fifteen  million  gallons. 

COLD  STORAGE.  Like  the  canning  industry,  cold  storage  and  refrigeration 
has  augmented  our  food  supply  to  an  enormous  extent  and  has 
proved  more  effective  than  any  known  chemical  preservative. 

Cold  stored  goods  are  now  sent  from  all  parts  of  the  world  to  feed  the 
population  of  this  country. 

It  is  also  a means  of  regulating  the  food  supplies  at  home  in  times  of 
plenty  and  over  supply,  by  conserving  goods  for  periods  of  less  plentiful 
supply. 

MILK  SUPPLY.  DAIRY  FARMS.  During  the  period  1930  to  1940,  progress  was 

made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  the  field  of 
reconstruction,  improvements,  and  equipping  dairy  farms  and  cow-sheds. 
A great  deal  of  work  was  involved  and  excellent  co-operation  was  made  with 
the  farmers  and  the  County  Branches  of  the  Farmers'  Association. 
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Alas,  after  carrying  out  all  the  initial  research  and  field  work,  an 
atomic  bomb  was  exploded  by  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  made 
jointly  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  and  the 
Ministry  of  Food.  These  regulations  came  into  operation  on  the  13th 
October,  1949.  The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  then  became 
responsible  for  the  registration  of  dairy  farmers  and  farms,  and  the 
inspection  of  cattle  on  dairy  farms,  etc.  Local  authorities  became 
responsible  only  for  the  provisions  which  apply  to  milk  distributors  and 
dairies  other  than  dairy  farms. 

HOUSE  REFUSE  COLLECTION.  The  progression  from  the  horse-drawn  vehicles  to 

the  present  day  system  of  motor  vehicles  with  rear 
loading,  has  helped  to  make  refuse  collection  more  hygienic  and  dustless. 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION.  The  coming  into  operation  of  The  Public  Health 

(Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  was  to  my  mind  the 
first  real  step  in  meat  inspection  and  slaughterhouse  control,  and  put  this 
service  on  a sound  footing. 

In  this  review,  now  that  I am  on  the  point  of  retiring  and  looking  back 
over  the  years,  one  can  feel  fully  justified  that  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
has  played  an  important  part  in  the  field  of  research  and  improvement. 

I have  tried  to  condense  the  chief  items  of  progress  and  have  not 
mentioned  Housing  and  Slum  Clearance,  which  in  my  opinion,  will  always  be  a 
problem  for  local  authorities. 

Finally,  I would  like  to  record  my  thanks  and  appreciation  to  my  Deputy, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Hinton,  the  staff,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  Starkie, 
for  their  excellent  co-operation  in  the  execution  of  the  technical  and  admin- 
istrative work  evolving  upon  the  department  over  the  years. 

The  department  has  been  fortunate  in  having  an  undisturbed  staff  with 
a wide  local  knowledge,  a very  important  and  economical  point,  which  leads  to 
greater  efficiency  and  avoids  the  disruption  of  work  caused  by  frequent 
changes. 


I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Yours  obediently, 


GEO.  A.  NORTH. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND 

CONDEMNED. 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

2203 

233 

377 

10853 

5041 

Number  ihspected 

2208 

233 

377 

9499 

5041 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT  TUBERCULOSIS? 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

- 

. 1 

10 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

412 

50 

2 

256 

156 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 

affected  with  disease  other  than 

Tuberculosis 

18.7 

21.4 

0.8 

2.8 

3.1 

TUBERCULOSIS? 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 



3 

- 

- 

- 

124 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

0.13 

- 

- 

- 

2.4 

CYSTICERCUS  BOVIS? 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned 

12 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 

affected  with  Cysticercus  Bovis 

1 

! 

0.5 

i 
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MEAT  AND  EDIBLE  OFFAL  CONDEMNED  DURING  I960. 


Disease 

Cwts 

Lbs 

Disease 

Cwts 

Lbs 

Cirrhosis,  Distomatosis 

42 

40 

Injury 

1 

63 

Tuberculosis 

14 

60 

Necrosis 

1 

58 

Parasitic  Cysts 

9 

77 

Parturition 

1 

43 

Pyogenic  Abscesses 

8 

58 

Moribund 

110 

Pleurisy,  Peritonitis 

3 

104 

Actinomycosis 

87 

Angiomatosis 

2 

57 

Melanosis 

69 

Emaciation,  Dropsy 

2 

0 

Septic  Pneumonia 

64 

Nephritis 

1 

95 

Strongylosis 

36 

Pyaemia 

1 

70 

Physiological 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

1 

68 

Poorness 

32 

1 

i Arthritis 

7 

Total  Weight  Condemned:  4 ton  16  cwt  78  lbs. 


SUMMARY  OF  MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION  (1951  - I960) 


Number  of  Animals  Slaughtered  Amount  of  Meat  Condemned 


Year 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Weight  of  Meat 
and  Offal 
rejected 

Weight  Amount 
Affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

T. 

C. 

Q. 

T. 

c. 

Q. 

1951 

4001 

9750 

607 

722 

45 

18 

1 

19 

8 

3 

1952 

3379 

11446 

1434 

1030 

38 

3 

1 

13 

10 

2 

1953 

3520 

10928 

3658 

1266 

35 

17 

2 

11 

16 

1 

1954 

2442 

11780 

5549 

582 

18 

8 

1 

7 

1 

1 

1955 

1730 

7370 

5616 

284 

4 

15 

3 

1 

12 

0 

1956 

2551 

10809 

5489 

496 

7 

9 

0 

3 

3 

1 

1957 

2627 

9649 

4941 

413 

6 

3 

1 

2 

15 

3 

1958 

2647 

10906 

| 5417 

341 

6 

10 

1 

2 

14 

0 

1959 

2492 

13749 

5338 

300 

6 

12 

2 

17 

1 

I960 

2441 

1 10853 

j 5041 

i 

377 

! 

' 4 

16 

3 

14 

2 
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OTHER  FOODSTUFFS  CONDEMNED. 


363  Tinned  Goods 
235  lbs  Corned  Beef 
24  lbs  Jellied  Veal 
IS  lbs  Luncheon  Meat 
397  lbs  Tinned  Ham 
30  lbs  Ox  Tongue 
46  lbs  Sausages 
92  lbs  Chopped  Pressed 
45  lbs  Stewing  Steak 
5 lbs  Bacon 
3 lbs  Butter 
728  lbs  Jersey  Potatoes 
64  lbs  Confectionery 

SUMMARY?  Grand  Total  Weight 
Grand  Total  Weight 
Grand  Total  Weight 


58  lbs  Cod  Fillets 
26  lbs  Roe 
112  lbs  Bream 
84  lbs  Haddock  Fillets 
28  lbs  Herrings 
10  lbs  Prawns 
10  Chips  Water  Cress 
Pork  30  lbs  Prunes 

34  lbs  Currants 
192  lbs  Oranges 
50  lbs  Cheese 
28  lbs  Cake 

T.  C. 

(Meat  and  Foods)  Condemned  6 1 
(Meat)  Condemned  4 16 

(Tuberculosis)  Condemned  14 


Q. 

0 

3 

2 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955. 

Registration  of  premises  - SALE  OF  ICE-CREAM. 


Number  of  premises  where  Ice-Cream  is  manufactured,  stored  or  sold. 


Manufacturers  (Heat  Treatment)  ...  ...  Nil 

Manufacturers  (Complete  cold  mix  only)  ...  1 

Premises  where  wrapped  Ice-Cream  only  is  sold  174 

Premises  where  wrapped  Ice-Cream  and  bulk  is  sold  3 

(Does  not  include  Cafes.) 


ROUTINE  SAMPLES  TAKEN  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


1.  Ice-Cream  - Chemical  Analysis: 


No.  submitted 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

4 

4 

Nil  ' 

2.  Ice-Cream  - Bacteriological  Examination: 


No.  submitted 

Grades 

1 

~ 2 n 

3 

4 

5 

2 

3 

Nil  ■ 

Nil 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ( PRESERVATIVES , ETC.,  IN  FOOD)  REGULATIONS  1925  to  1953. 
CLEAN  FOOD  BYELAWS. 


Total  number  of  samples 
year  I960 


(chemical  analysis  only)  taken  during  the 
...  65 


Milk 

Channel  Island  Milk 
Ice-Cream 


36  Pork  Sausage 

16  Beef  Sausage 

4 Orange  Drink 


5 

2 

2 


ACTION  TAKEN  REGARDING  SAMPLES  NOT  GENUINE. 


Sample 

No. 

Sample  of 

Deficiency  or 
condition 

Result,  Action,  etc. 

896 

Channel  Island 
Milk 

Extraneous  water 

Reported  to  Public  Health 
Commit tee. Warning  letter. 
Repeat  samples  genuine. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS  - OTHER  FOODS. 


Sample  No. 

Nature  of  Food 

• 

Type  of  Organisms 

689 



Beef  Sausage 

No  pathogens  isolated. 

700 

Pork  Sausage 

No  Salmonellae , Shigellae 
or  Staphylococci  isolated. 

701 

Pork  Sausage 

No  Salmonellae , Shigellae 
or  Staphylococci  isolated. 

721 

Pork  Sausage 

No  Salmonellae  or 

Shigellae  isolated. 

722 

Pork  Sausage 

No  Salmonella o or 

Shigellae  isolated. 

735 

Pork  Sausage 

No  pathogens  isolated. 

736 

Beef  Sausage 

Staphylococcus  aureus 
isolated.  No  other 

pathogens  isolated. 
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MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION) (RAW  MILK)  REGULATIONS,  1949. 
MILKTsPECIAL  ' DESIGNATION] '( PASTEURISED  AND  STERILISES]"  REGULATIONS , 

1949  - 1953. 


Number  of  Licences  issued? 
Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 


Pasteurised  Milk 


Sterilised  Milk 


Bottling 

Dealer's  Licences 
Supplementary  Licences 

Pasteurising  Plants 
Dealer's  Licences 
Supplementary  Licences 

Processing  Plants 
Dealer's  Licences 
Supplementary  Licences 


Nil 

5 

7 

1 

14 

7 

1 

67 

6 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS,  1949. 


Number  of  Distributors  registered  (excluding  shops  selling 

sterilised  milk  only)  ...  ...  14 

Number  of  Dairy  premises  registered  ...  ...  7 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK. 


Sample 

1 

No. 

Taken 

Methylene 

Blue  Test 

Turbidity 

Test 

No.  did  j 
not 

No. 

Satisfied 

test 

No. 

did  not 
satisfy 
test 

No. 

Satisfied 

test 

No. 

did  not 
satisfy 
test 

satisfy  ' 
Phos- 
phatase 
test 

Designated  Milk 

Pasteurised 

21 

21 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

Pasteurised 

17 

17 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- Sterilised 

7 

- 

7 

- 

- 

Total 

45 

38 

— 

* 

7 

- 
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FOOD  INSPECTION  AND  FOOD  PREMISES  (OTHER  THAN  MEAT  INSPECTION.) 


From  the  list  of  inspections  given  on  page  33,  it  will  be  seen  that 
111  visits  have  been  paid  to  food  shops  and  food  preparing  places.  The 
importance  of  food  hygiene  cannot  be  over  emphasised  and  this  vital  work  is 
given  as  much  time  by  the  staff  as  can  be  afforded.  The  importance  of 
clean  hands  and  habits,  and  the  wearing  of  clean  washable  overalls,  etc.,  is 
always  impressed  on  personnel.  The  provision  of  clean  sound  non-absorbent 
working  surfaces,  the  protection  of  food  from  all  forms  of  contamination,  and 
the  destruction  of  and  proofing  against  flies,  are  looked  for  in  premises, 
also  the  provision  of  adequate  hand-washing  facilities  suitably  placed  are 
an  absolute  essential. 

In  spite  of  all  efforts  and  often  much  publicity,  it  is  however  still 
to  be  regretted  that  complaints  of  mould  and  contraries  in  food  continue 
to  reach  your  department.  The  habit  of  smoking  by  people  handling  open 
food  occasionally  causes  strong  warnings  to  be  given. 

The  sampling  of  certain  types  of  foods  for  bacteriological  examination 
continues  to  be  used  to  assess  the  cleanliness  of  their  preparation,  etc. 
A table  showing  the  samples  taken  can  be  found  on  page  28. 

The  proprietors  and  managers  of  all  food  shops  in  the  borough  should 
keep  a very  regular  check  on  all  food  stocks,  in  particular  meat  produots, 
pies,  sausages,  and  other  perishable  foodstuffs,  the  growing  practice  by 
retailers  of  stocking  pre-packed  foods  make  this  checking  a ' far  .greater 
necessity,  as  certain  of  these  goods  require  a reasonably  quick  sale. 


SUMMARY  OF  FOOD  PREMISES  - SUBJECT  TO  INSPECTION. 


The  table  below  gives  a list  of  food  premises  with  which  the  department 
is  concerned. 


Sausage  manufacturers  ...  ...  13 
Cooked  meats,  pies  etc.,  manufacturers  ...  15 
Ice-Cream  manufacturers  ...  ...  1 
Ice-Cream  retailers  ...  ...  174 
Fish  Friers  ...  ...  ...  15 
Fishmongers  (excluding  fried  fish  shops)  ...  4 
Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  7 
Butchers  ...  ...  ...  37 
Grocers  (excluding  hucksters  shops)  ...  36 
Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  11 
Wholesale  grocers  and  provision  warehouses  ...  3 
Cafes,  restaurants  ...  ...  52 
Licensed  houses  ...  ...  ...  91 
Mobile  Shops  ...  ...  ...  7 


HOUSING. 
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The  work  of  house  inspection  for  (a)  securing  repairs  and  remedying 
sanitary  defects  and  for  (b)  the  demolition  or  closing  of  unfit  houses  con- 
tinued throughout  the  year.  The  work  of  property  repairs  is  often  hindered 
by  the  shortage  of  labour  available  in  the  town  for  this  particular  type  of 
work  and  it  is  mainly  by  the  persistence  of  the  Officers  in  the  department 
that  the  work  is  ultimately  carried  out. 

Set  out  below  is  a synopsis  of  the  work,  viz? 


UNFIT  HOUSES  MADE  FIT  AND  HOUSES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  REMEDIED. 


By 

By  Local 

Owner 

Authority 

After  informal  action  by  local  authority 
After  formal  action  under 

137 

- 

(a)  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

33 

Nil 

(b)  Housing  Act,  1957 

Nil 

Nil 

HOUSES  DEMOLISHED  DURING  I960. 

Houses 

Displaced  during 

Demolished 

year 

Persons  Families 

IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS. 

Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 

Houses  on  land  required  under 

41 

64  27 

Section  43  (2)  Housing  Act,  1957 

17 

21  10 

NOT  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS 


As  a result  of  formal  or  informal 
procedure  under  Section  17  (l)  of 
Housing  Act,  1957 

Local  Authority  owned  houses  certified 
as  unfit  by  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

UNFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED 

Under  sections  16,  17,  or  35  of 
Housing  Act,  1957  26  85  26 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Council  decided  an  area  in  Hurcott  Road, 
Coalfield  Row,  Pleasant  Harbour  and  Stourbridge  Road,  consisting  of  some  65 
houses  to  be  a Clearance  Area  and  to  be  proceeded  with  as  such. 


28  50  19 

22  6 
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APPEAL. 

An  appeal  by  an  owner  against  the  making  of  Demolition  Orders  by 
the  Council  in  respect  of  3 small  houses  resulted  in  County  Court  procedure. 
The  Demolition  Orders  were  quashed  and  the  owner  given  the  opportunity  of 
making  the  houses  fit. 

THE  RENT  ACT,  1957 . 

Only  two  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received  during 
the  year.  In  the  first  case  the  application  was  withdrawn,  and  in  the 

second  case  the  application  was  received  right  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  no 
action  was  taken  in  the  relevant  period.  No  other  applications  under  the 
Act  were  received. 

SUMMARY  PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936. 


One  summons  was  issued  during  the  year  as  under 


Situation  of 

Nature  of 

Sections 

Result 

premises 

complaint 

contravened 

No.  78,  Lea  Street. 

Numerous  sanitary 

39  and  93 

Fined  £3  and 

defects 

order  made 

DISINFESTATION  OF  PREMISES,  CLOTHING,  ETC. 


The  work  of  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  local  authority  mainly 
by  combating  the  more  common  house  pests , viz ; bed  bugs , fleas , cockroaches 
etc. 


It  is  usual  to  spray  infested  premises,  furniture  and  other  fittings 
with  an  insecticide  containing  D.D.T.  Where  possible  such  fittings  as 

picture  rails,  skirting  boards,  architraves  and  wallpapers  are  removed,  so 
as  to  facilitate  the  work. 

Number  of  houses  disinfested  by  local  authority  ...  31 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

We  have  now  only  two  of  these  houses  left  in  the  borough  which  are  well 
kept  and  ordered,  maintaining  a good  standard  oF  accommodation. 

SUMMARY  OF  NOTICES  SERVED. 


Preliminary  notices  served 
Intimation  letters  sent 
Statutory  Notices  served 


• • • 


102 

65 

35 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  AND  OTHER  VISITS. 


House  Inspections  (Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  • 1347 

House  Inspections  (Rent  Act)  ...  ««•  2 

Private  Slaughterhouses  (Meat  Inspection)  • • * 1181 

Unsound  Food,  Shops,  Warehouses,  Stores,  etc.  •••  49 

Food  preparing  places,  081*63,  Bakehouses,  etc.  25 

Ice-Cream  retailing  premises  ...  . • • 10 

Mobile  Food  Units  ...  ...  1 

Dairies  ...  ...  •••  2 

Markets  ...  ...  ...  25 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  3 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  . • • 5 

Rodent  Control...  ...  ...  35 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  2 

Keeping  poultry,  animals  ...  ...  6 

Drain  testing  ...  ...  ...  9 

Movable  dwellings  ...  ...  40 

Atmospheric  Pollution  ...  ...  67 

Refuse  Disposal,  etc.  ...  ...  120 

Theatres,  Cinemas,  etc.  ...  ...  6 

Factories  (sanitary  accommodation,  etc.)  ...  29 

Outside  interviews  - property  owners,  builders,  etc.  83 

Improvement  Grant  inspections  ...  ...  58 

Advance  on  Mortgages  ...  • • • 12 

Miscellaneous  complaints  ...  • » • 83 

Water  supply  ...  ...  ...  8 

Houses  visited  re  new  dustbins  ...  • « * 6 

Unsuccessful  visits  ...  * • • 84 

Private  Slaughterhouses  (condition)  17 

Enquiries  re  length  of  life  etc.,  of  houses  •••  22 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

The  following  list  of  establishments  gives  those  trades  which  are 
scheduled  in  this  area  as  offensive  trades. 

Gut  Scraper  ...  • • • 1 

Tripe  Boiler  ...  • • • 1 

MORTUARY. 

During  the  year  83  bodies  were  received  into  the  Mortuary  at  the 
Kidderminster  General  Hospital. 


34 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937-1959. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

PART  1 OF  THE  ACT 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors.) 


Number 

Number  0 

f 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,2, 3, 4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

32 

6 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  .Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  Local  Authority 

164 

23 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  - (excluding 
outworkers  premises) 

TOTAL 

196 

29 

- 

- 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 

(if  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more 
separate  occasions,  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more 
"cases. ") 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases 

in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

By  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l.) 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.2.) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3.) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4. ) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6. ) 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7.) 

(a)  insufficient 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

9 

- 

9 

- 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

1 

(not  including  offences  relating 

to  Outwork) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

- 

9 

- 

10 

- 
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RODENT  CONTROL. 

Local 

Dwelling 

All  other 

Agricul- 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE 

Authority 

Houses 

(Including 

tural 

BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

( Including 

Business 

Council 

Houses) 

Premises) 

No.  of  properties  in  local 
authority' s district 

28 

12,762 

1,959 

7 

No.  of  properties  inspected 
as  a result  of; 

(a)  Notification 

— 

213 

21 

— 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.  when  visited 

11 

100 

7 

primarily  for  some  other 
purpose) 

- 

- 

54 

- 

Total  inspection  carried  out 
(including  re-inspections) 

66 

353 

803 

9 

No.  of  properties  inspected 
which  were  found  to  be  infested 
by  (a)  Rats  - Major 

Minor 

11 

143 

56 

1 

(b)  Mice  - Major 

— 

— 

- 

- 

Minor 

- 

63 

44 

- 

No.  of  infested  properties 
treated  by  local  authority 

11 

204 

75 

1 

Total  treatments  carried  out 
including  re-treatments 

64 

288 

799 

1 

No.  of  notices  served  under 

Section  4 of  the  Act; 

(a)  Treatment 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

(b)  Structural  work 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(i.e.  proofing) 

No.  of  cases  in  which  default 
action  was  taken  following  a 
notice  under  Section  4 of  the  Act 

... 

Legal  proceedings 

- 

- 

- 

- 

No.  of  "Block"  Control  schemes 
carried  out 

20 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUT ION . 

Glassification  of  Industrial  Boiler  installations  other  than  central 
heating  units  in  the  borough. 


Type  of  Grate  Number  of  Boilers 


Hand  fired 

• • • 

23 

Chain 

• • • 

21 

Coking  Stokers 

• • • 

17 

Sprinkler  Type 

• • • 

1 

Oil  fired 

• • • 

13  | 

Underfeed 

• • • 

11 

Town  Gas 

• • • 

1 

TOTAL? 

• • • 

87 

Number  of  installations  fitted  with  effective  smoke  reducing 
or  ancillary  equipment  ...  ...  72 

Number  of  visits  made  to  boiler  installations  43 

Number  of  hours  of  observation  made  ...  15 

Number  of  oil  burning  installations  tested  with 

Bacharach  system  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  oil  burning  installations  tested  with 

Bacharach  system  found  to  be  below  standard  5 


DEPOSITED  MATTER. 

Stations?  1.  Central  Theatre  Roof,  Oxford  Street,  Kidderminster. 

2.  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  Stourport  Road,  Kidderminster. 


Month 

Solid  Matter 

so4 

so3 

(Tons  per  sq.  mile) 

(Tons  per 

(mg/IOC 

sq. 

sq. 

mile) 

cm/day) 

Station  1 

Station  2 

Station  1 

Station  2 

Station  1 

Station  2 

January 

14.50 

11.21 

3.39 

3.04 

0.93 

1.25 

February 

10.20 

8.10 

1.88 

0.97 

2.67 

- 

March 

11.95 

8.03 

2.92 

2.44 

1.04 

1.31 

April 

5.91 

5.83 

1.81 

1.00 

2.46 

1.32 

May 

June 

22.89 

13.90 

13.04 

9.90 

2.72 

2.11 

1.63 

1.57 

0.84 

0.59 

July 

August 

29.99 

18.08 

4.26 

3.10 

0.60 

0.72 

September 

16.82 

12.60 

3.16 

1.87 

1.33 

A 

October 

12.35 

11.80 

3.36 

3.70 

2.28 

- 

November 

19.15 

8.91 

4.20 

3.77 

2.14 

0.83 

December 

14.96 

8.51 

3.89 

2.40 

1.68 

0.39 

A Negative  value  obtained 
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ACTION  TO  ABATE  SMOKE . 

The  problem  of  smoke  emission  from  industrial  units  in  the  borough  is 
not  a serious  one.  Routine  work  throughout  the  year  carried  the  borough  a 
few  steps  nearer  to  a completely  smoke  free  town,  an  ideal  well  within  the 
realms  of  possibility.  Two  hand  fired  boilers  were  converted  to  mechanical 
stoking,  in  addition  to  two  complete  modernisations. 

Visits  were  made  to  oil  fired  central  heating  plants,  several  of  which 
were  found  to  be  badly  maintained  and  emitting  noxious  effluvia,  the  owners 
were  always  ready  to  effect  a remedy,  knowing  that  a saving  of  fuel  would 
result. 


RAINFALL. 


Month 

Inches 

1959  I960 

Rainfall 

for  past  ten  years 

Year  Inches 

January 

3.43 

4.78 

February 

.20 

2.56 

March 

1.95 

1.20 

1951 

32.57 

April  • 

3.14 

.83 

1952 

22.58 

May 

1.50 

1.27 

1953 

22.29 

June 

1.49 

1.62 

1954 

27.27 

July 

1.69 

2.70 

1955 

20.90 

August 

.89 

3.09 

1956 

22.40 

September 

,08 

5.27 

1957 

28.05 

October 

2.33 

6.09 

1958 

28.90 

November 

3.73 

4.06 

1959 

24.56 

December 

4.13 

3.61 

I960 

37.08 

TOTAL: 

24.56 

37.08 

Average : 

26.66 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING.  REFUSE  AND  SALVAGE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 


A The  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse 

and  salvage  for  the  year  I960  was  ...  £33,247 

A The  income  was  ...  ...  ...  4,796 

The  net  cost  being  ...  ...  ...  £28,451 

A Financial  year  ended  31st  March,  1961.  These  figures  do  not 

include  administration  costs. 

COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  OF  DOMESTIC  AND  TRADE  REFUSE. 


Total  number  of  loads  of  refuse  removed  ....  ...  5848 
Total  number  of  loads  of  salvage  removed  . . . 1598 
Closet  pans  emptied  ...  ...  ...  1456 
Loads  of  night  soil  removed  ...  ...  52 

Loads  tipped  at  Worcester  Road  ...  ...  5848 
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RECORD  OF  SALVAGE  FOR  THE  YEAR  i960. 


Month 

Weight  of  Salvage 
Tons  Gwts  Qrs 

Income 

£, 

from 

s. 

Sale 

d. 

January 

• 0 0 

• • • 

57 

2 

3 

419 

3 

I 

2 

February 

• • • 

• • • 

50 

19 

3 

358 

17 

4 

March 

• • • 

• • • 

68 

12 

1 

465 

8 

4 

April 

• • • 

• it 

59 

4 

3 

384 

15 

1 

May 

• • • 

• • • 

49 

18 

3 

347 

15 

2 

June 

• • 0 

• • • 

45 

1 

1 

314 

16 

6 

July 

• • • 

• • • 

45 

7 

2 

313 

15 

0 

August 

• • • 

• • • 

59 

0 

0 

423 

4 

0 

September 

• • 0 

• • • 

50 

17 

0 

369 

2 

9 

October 

• • 0 

0 • • 

51 

10 

3 

375 

17 

10 

November 

0 • • 

• It 

47 

0 

2 

336 

13 

4 

December 

• • 0 

• • • 

48 

4 

1 

347 

2 

2 

TOTAL 

• • • 

632 

19 

2 

£4456 

10 

8 

The  weights  of  the  salvaged  materials  have  been  segregated  and  are 
set  out  below. 


Materials 

Tons 



Gwts 

Qrs 

£• 

s. 

d. 

Baled  Waste  Paper  . . . 

487 

18 

0 

3659 

7 

3 

Baled  Destructor  Scrap  . . . 

81 

17 

2 

651 

10 

2 

Cullet  (Broken  Glass)  ... 

49 

10 

3 

98 

15 

2 

Bottles  and  Jars  . . , 

- 

- 

- 

3 

16 

0 

Light  Scrap  Iron  . . . 

13 

9 

3 

34 

7 

1 

Aluminium  ...  ... 

3 

2 

8 

15 

0 

TOTAL 

632 

19 

2 

£4456 

10 

8 

Total  tonnage  - 1940  to  I960 

23,873 

tons 

11 

cwt  1 

qr. 

Total  value 

£133,840 

.6  s 

9d 

Chief  items  of  recovery 

9 __ 

» 

Tons 

Cwts 

Qrs 

i £. 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper  . . . 

• • • 

10,523 

12 

1 

77,156 

9 

5 

Kitchen  Waste  . . . 

• 0 • 

5,216 

6 

2 

27,242 

17 

1 

Baled  Destructor  Scrap 

• • 0 

3,444 

17 

1 

8,628 

14 

6 

SALVAGE  - 1940  to  i960 
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